Public Involvement Overview

December 2009

Month
Hotline Calls* 10
Comment Sense Submissions/Inquiries** 18
FOIA requests 0
Speakers Bureau
Presentation/Events 22
Neighborhood Boards 0
TAC 0
Community meetings 1

*Calls directly to the hotline 808.566.2299

** Includes all comments/inquiries via Project website from the end of the official DEIS comment period

on February 6, 2009 to the end of the month.
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Rail transit
Wreck of a project can still be avoided

Ben Cayetano's essay brilliantly connects the dots to reveal how ugly Hawaii's rail project
already is and how much uglier it will become unless this runaway train is stopped before it
crashes ("Rail system still faces many hurdles," Nov. 27).

The problems include blatant disregard for law, glaring conflicts of interest, and the triumph of
hope and political ambition over evidence and experience.

Mayor Mufi continues to whistle his happy tune, but the truth is that this project is an
exceedingly unhealthy cocktail of underestimated costs, overestimated revenues, undervalued
environmental impacts and overvalued economic benefits.

There is still time to say no.

David T. Johnson
Kailua
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Even if Honolulu builds a train, traffic congestion on O'ahu will get worse. However, the city estimates
that the rail system will pull about 30,000 autos off Honolulu roads in 2030.

Rail opponents "are saying that taking 30,000 cars off the road is not good for the environment,"
Caldwell said. "That just doesn't make common sense. That's going to have a huge, significant impact
on pollution that is emitted by cars.

"The only other alternative choice would be to build more roads and highways , which are very
polluting (and) they heat up the environment and only encourage even more cars."

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/article/20091209/NEWS09/912090335/Rail+plan+s++... 12/9/2009
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cost per ton," the study said. "As a strategy for reducing greenhouse gas emissions, the Honolulu
rail line is exorbitantly expensive."

Slom presented the study yesterday at the steps of City Hall along with Panos Prevedouros, a
University of Hawaii transportation engineering professor who unsuccessfully challenged Mayor
Mufi Hannemann in the 2008 election.

Both contend that the draft impact statement for the rail does not address concern over
greenhouse gas emissions and their impact on climate change.

Caldwell said the city has complied with a request from the Environmental Protection Agency
that an emissions analysis be included in the final environmental impact statement, which is
being reviewed by the Federal Transit Administration.
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Coconut Wireless
Hawaii DLNR Damages Reef in Ironic Fashion and Gov.

Lingle Sees the EIS Light

by Jacob Shafer

December 10, 2009

HYPER LOCAL

Irony of the tragic kind struck last week, when the state Department of Land and Natural Resources
(DLNR) damaged a section of reef at Keawakapu in South Maui. The irony part comes in because
DLNR did the damage while sinking large hunks of concrete meant to serve as an artificial reef
habitat. In a December 3 release, the department says it has “suspended deployment of artificial
reef forms while it investigates the extent of the inadvertent damage that may have been
caused...” Imagine if a private company had done something like this. Or don’t imagine—just think
back to 2006, when a Maui Dive Shop boat destroyed a section of reef at Molokini and was later
slapped with a $550,00 fine and had its commercial use permit suspended by the DLNR board. In
light of that, it’ll be interesting to see what comes of DLNR’s internal investigation (those things
tend to be like roads on the moon: they sound impressive but lead nowhere). For now what’s clear
is that this was, at best, a case of gross, counterproductive negligence.... Ah, earmarks—always
good for a little campaign-season controversy. The latest example: a $3.5 million allotment
requested by Rep. Neil Abercrombie for Kahului-based Pacific Biodiesel, to grow alternative energy
crops like sunflower and canola on Army land. Sounds innocent enough, but the fact that Pacific
Biodisel co-owner Kelly King is connected to Abercrombie’s gubernatorial campaign muddies the
water. Abercrombie spokesman Randy Obata told the Honolulu Advertiser that King is a voluntary
co-chair who isn’t intimately involved in the campaign, and that to suggest unfair favoritism is “to
make a connection that really isn’t there.” In the same story, King said she first lobbied for the
funding before Abercrombie announced his candidacy. The whole thing may well be more molehill
than mountain. But if King really did ask for Abercrombie’s help before he threw his hat in the
ring, and if her involvement in the campaign really is mostly symbolic, the wise course would have
been to never become a “voluntary co-chair.” Generally best to avoid even the appearance of
impropriety, especially when $3.5 million is on the line....

LOCAL

| read with interest the transcript of Gov. Lingle’s December 3 radio address, in which she
discussed the Honolulu rail project and the recently completed Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS). To quote directly: “I have the obligation to conduct a thorough objective review of the EIS.
Among the things | will review are whether all construction and design alternatives were
sufficiently reviewed and whether or not the financial plan is feasible.... | take this obligation very
seriously and | will not simply ‘rubber stamp’ the document. When | do receive the final EIS, | will

l1of2 12/11/2009 12:44 PM
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take an appropriate amount of time to review it to ensure all the people of Hawaii will be
well-served by this project now and in the future.” Sounds reasonable. After all, what kind of idiot
would launch a major transportation venture without making sure it was both logistically and
financially sound?... Interesting item in the December 4 Advertiser about how gun ownership in
Hawaii has shot up in the early part of this century. In 2000, there were 13,600 guns registered in
the state; last year, there were almost 26,000. And experts expect the number to rise even more,
as Obama strikes fear into the hearts of firearm enthusiasts who believe they’d better buy ‘em
now before he takes ‘em away. Here's the most telling quote, from Harry Gerwig I, president of
the Hawaii Rifle Association: “When people don’t feel confident about the direction the country is
going, they look for another way to up their confidence level.” Funny thing, that statement makes
me feel less confident about the direction the country is going. So...should | should buy a gun?...

NOT LOCAL

The focus with both the Iraq withdrawal and the Afghanistan escalation has been on the number of
U.S. troops in each country. But it’s important to remember they aren’t the only ones over there.
According to Defense Department figures, as of September 30 there were 11,162 “armed private
security contractor personnel” in Iraq, and another 10,712 in Afghanistan. Although our tax dollars
are funding those men and women, they’re not part of our military, and thus not part of any exit
strategy Obama has discussed. Most important, and disturbing, is the question of who, exactly,
they’re serving.... As the latest attempt to reform health care in America crawls bludgeoned and
babbling toward the finish line, the latest issue of Harper’s magazine offers one of the most
incisive—and therefore depressing—critiques of the issue to date. The piece, by senior editor Luke
Mitchell, convincingly casts the Democrats as stooges for the drug and insurance companies and the
Republicans as jilted second fiddles, reduced to shouting incoherent platitudes from the sidelines.
The concluding line is the gut punch: “It is difficult to imagine anything good coming from a system
that moderates the will of corporations with the fantasies of hysterics.” MauiTime, Jacob Shafer

20f2 12/11/2009 12:44 PM
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Abercrombie's resignation would allow him to focus on his campaign and a likely Democratic primary
challenge from Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann.

Hannemann's advisers have said Abercrombie's resignation, and the loss of his seniority in Congress,
could leave Hawai'i wvulnerable at a time when the state is looking to the federal government for money
for a Honolulu rail project and help with other issues.

Asked yesterday about Hannemann's criticism, Abercrombie brushed it off, saying: "The mayor is not a
candidate for office, so far as | know, other than dealing with the circumstances of his office to which
he's been elected.

"So | suggest if there's issues to be dealt with at the city that the mayor address those."

In his remarks at the news conference, Abercrombie said anyone considering a run for governor next
year should commit completely to the campaign now, which appeared to be a challenge to
Hannemann, who has been raising money and collecting endorsements but has not formally declared.

But Abercrombie told reporters afterward that he was not urging Hannemann to declare for governor
and resign as mayor. The mayor has until the filing deadline next July to formally announce his
intentions.

Lt. Gov. James "Duke" Aiona, a Republican candidate for governor, has said he does not plan to
resign to campaign.

gop slams strategy

Other Republicans questioned whether Abercrombie's resignation was simply a tactical move against
Hannemann.

"Representative Neil Abercrombie is as wavering with his resignation as he is with his commitment to
Hawal'i," Jonah Ka'auwai, the state GOP chairman, said in a statement yesterday. "He made no
announcement of a date of resignation and had no real thoughts on the burden the special election to
replace him will put on Hawai'i's taxpayers or the dismantled Office of Elections. Can we expect this
kind of indecisive leadership from someone who is seeking the highest office of Hawai'i?

"His announcement Friday received tremendous backlash and confusion among Hawai'i voters, who
deserve so much more than this typical political nonsense. He claims he's 'all in' with the people of
Hawali'i and wants to campaign full time but there's little doubt the good people of Hawai'i will see
through him," Ka'auwai said. "Hawai'i is tired of publicity stunts and political shenanigans. Voters want
real leadership, real change, and it is clear that many of the politicians in the Democrat Party cannot
offer anything but the same things we've seen for the last 50 years."

Amy Agbayani, director of the University of Hawai'i-Méanoa Office of Student Equity, Excellence and
Diversity, said that campaigning full time will allow Abercrombie to put the issues facing Hawai'i into
context.

"l think we need this focus and for him to be more personal, for people to feel he is accessible," said
Agbayani, a volunteer on the congressman's campaign.

Former Congressman Ed Case, state Senate President Colleen Hanabusa, and Ho- nolulu City
Councilman Charles Djou have said they will run in a special election to fill out Abercrombie's term, and
in the primary and general election to replace him in Congress.

The state Office of Elections, citing budget constraints, has raised doubt about whether a special
election can be held before the September primary.

State lawmakers, concerned about leaving Hawai'i without full representation in Congress, would likely

search for state or federal money to help finance a special election.

12/14/2009 4:51 PM
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around past the expiration of their leases over the next decade.

» The University of Hawaii broke the gender barrier this year by hiring its
first female president. Less than 15 percent of research universities
nationwide are headed by women. As we enter 2010, the executive
branch, the state senate and the state university are all led by women, a
fact that, while obviously not guaranteeing success on its own terms, is a

sign of progress.

« In addition to the much-discussed massive commitment to rail, the
federal government recently approved roughly $3.5 million for a rural bus

program in Hawaii.

* As part of that same omnibus funding bill, Congress approved more

than $18 million for combined sea turtle and ‘ahi preservation efforts.

* \We’ve become more environmentally aware: initiatives across the public
and private sectors in recent years have made solar energy a hot
commodity in the Islands, and eco-friendly thinking is going mainstream.
The Legislature passed a number of environmentally friendly measures in
2009, including money to fight invasive species and to recycle electronic

waste.

* Bishop Museum'’s newly renovated and reimagined Hawaiian Hall
opened this year to lots of aloha, giving the museum a more
contemporary sensibility and opening Hawaiian history to a new

generation of visitors.

* Six years ago, filmmaker Alexander Payne turned California’s Central
Coast into an trendy destination overnight with his film Sideways. Payne
is set to begin production on The Descendants, based on the novel of

contemporary Hawaii by Kaui Hart Hemmings, in the spring.

* Young innovators are doing something almost unheard-of in Honolulu:
building a fashionable commercial and entertainment destination from the
ground up, with no big corporate funding. No, Chinatown isn’t as busy as

Ala Moana or “Ward.” Yes, it's a lot more fun.

» Kona Brewing Co. is going gangbusters as one of the fastest-growing
brands in the United States, but the good news for us is that it's
becoming easier and easier to find local brews of all stripes in bars,

restaurants and even convenience stores.

» The City transportation department came out with a draft bicycling
master plan that, if approved, will virtually quintuple the total lane-miles of
bike lanes on Oahu at relatively limited expense. It's not exactly a circle-

island dedicated path, but it's a lot better than what we've had.

» Lawrence Tseu, a local dentist and supporter of civic causes, recently

http://honoluluweekly.com/editors-notes/2009/12/editors-note-10/
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gave $20,000 to help keep state libraries open.

* Alland conservation project in North Kohala has been ranked as the top
nationwide priority for a coastal esturary protection program administered
by the National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration and will receive
$1.25 million in federal funds next year. The Lapakahi project is part of
the Trust for Public Land’s Legacy Land Conservation Program, which
draws 10 percent of the conveyance tax from Hawaii real estate
transactions and will pay the remainder of the $2.5 million purchase price

for the property.

» System-wide, UH enrollment topped 50,000 for the first time in 2009.
That 29.2 percent of Hawaii residents have completed a bachelor’s
degree or higher puts us, perhaps surprisingly, in the top 15 states when
it comes to educational attainment—-when you look at the top 10, it's clear

to see that economic benefits await states that support higher education.

Obviously, it's not a comprehensive list. But at the end of the year, we're
pleased to focus on what's good in Honolulu and around the state, and
feel refreshed for having had the reminder that while the chips may be

down, we're never out. Oh yeah, one more.

* If you're reading this, you’re probably in Honolulu, Hawaii, right now.

How sweet is that?

Happy holidays from everyone at the Weekly.

All original content copyright 2009 Honolulu Weekly.
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every Hawai'i resident in some fashion. Across-the-board cuts left many scrambling to preserve their
core services with reduced staffing and reduced hours. Some got creative, like the Department of
Land and Natural Resources, which softened the blow by leasing unused properties. But none escaped
entirely as everything from fish stock breeding to programs for the disabled danced on the budgetary
chopping block.

The cutbacks could even affect 2010 elections in Hawai'i, considered one of the most pivotal in recent
memory with races for governor, lieutenant governor, Honolulu mayor, and Congressman Neil
Abercrombie's seat.

Abercrombie is resigning from Congress to pursue the governor's position. Former congressman Ed
Case, state Senate President Colleen Hanabusa and Hono-lulu City Councilman Charles Djou are all in
contention for the vacated seat.

And the state Office of Elections has said it may not be able to afford a special election for the seat.

Perhaps no decision was as hotly debated as the mandatory furlough of thousands of state
employees.

Proposed as a better alternative to deep cuts in personnel, the furlough program altered the rhythm of
Hawali'i's work week — and not just for the specific departments affected. Before long, restaurants
and other businesses that depend on state worker traffic were also forced to adopt a four-day-week
schedule.

After lengthy bargaining, public school teachers represented by the Hawaii State Teachers Association
also agreed to take 17 furlough days, equivalent to an 8 percent pay cut. The move angered many
parents who objected to their children losing instruction days and who were forced to secure child care
for the off days. The furloughs also elicited a rebuke from U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan.

The University of Hawai'i also felt the economic crunch, with classes consolidated or canceled (despite
increased enrollment systemwide) while administrators and the faculty union tried in vain to reach
accord on a new agreement.

Furloughs, retirements and natural attrition allowed the state to reduce the number of planned layoffs,
initially estimated at 1,100. Yet, some 650 state workers found themselves out of work starting Nov.

13, adding to a roster of unemployed that strained the coffers of the state's unemployment insurance
fund.

The unemployment rate stood at 4.9 percent in November 2008 but by May had climbed to a 31-year
high of 7.4 percent. Neighbor Islands were hit the hardest. Last month, Hawai'i County recorded 10
percent unemployment, with Maui County (9.3 percent) and Kaua'i County (9.2 percent) close behind.
The statewide unemployment rate leveled off somewhat late in the year, but still lingers around 7
percent.

The economic downturn was further evident in the number of Isle bankruptcy filings, which rose 40
percent to a four-year high of 2,906.

Many of the filings appeared to be housing related, as struggling residents turned to bankruptcy to
stave off foreclosure.

Notable business bankruptcies included filings by the 109-year-old Honolulu Symphony, 'Aiea-based
Hawali'i Biotech and the Honolulu Medical Group.

The news media, which has been struggling with declining advertising sales for years, also felt the
pinch. After suffering a 30 percent decrease in ad revenues from local businesses over the past three
years, Raycom, owner of local TV stations KHNL and K5, merged news operations with KGMB9 in
October. The move resulted in a staff reduction of about one-third, including all but four of KHNL's
on-air talent.

The overall economic malaise hit social service organizations particularly hard as those devoted to

12/28/2009 3:40 PM
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feeding the hungry and caring for the homeless had to find ways to serve a growing roster of clients
with fewer resources.

A November survey of 106 health, human service and housing agencies conducted by the Hawai'i
Alliance of Nonprofit Organizations and PHOCUSED, a nonprofit consortium, found that fewer than half
of respondents felt they were still able to provide high-quality service, while more than half had to cut
staff and/or reduce programs or services .

As the year progressed, those with vested interest in particular programs and services organized
targeted fundraising efforts.

The Save Our Sports program raised more than $1.3 million for local high school sports, drawing
support from a wide variety of local businesses. Two separate fundraising drives for Hawai'i's public
libraries took in nearly $270,000 by year's end and helped embattled libraries across the state keep
their doors open amid staffing shortages and other budget considerations.

Local fund drives were also initiated to provide assistance for those in the Philippines and Samoa
following a series of disasters in September.

Hundreds were Killed and thousands left homeless when a pair of typhoons hit the Philippines, causing
widespread flooding. Days later, a massive 8.3 undersea earthquake triggered a tsunami that
smashed into Sdmoa and American Sdmoa, leveling villages and killing more than 170 people.

The local response to both disasters was swift, with benefit concerts, individual collections and
organized fund drives raising hundreds of thousands of dollars in donations. The actual level of local
support was likely much higher as many residents with close ties to Sdmoa and the Philippines were
believed to have made direct contributions to friends and family in the affected areas.

Hawali'i's spirit of giving was exemplified by eBay founder Pierre Omidyar and his wife, Pam, who
pledged $50 million over six years to the Hawai'i Community Foundation. Part of the donation will be
used to fund a Community Stabilization Initiative aimed at helping families hurting from the recession.

While experts have differed in their timetables for economic recovery, hoteliers continued to invest in
the future. In January, the Royal Hawaiian Hotel reopened following an $85 million redesign and
renovation. Last month, the luxury hotel-condominium Trump International Hotel Waikiki Beach Walk
held a soft opening with a Hawaiian blessing and live music; a grand opening celebration is scheduled
for next month.

golden anniversary

The state of the local economy was just one factor in what proved to be a subdued commemoration of
Hawali'i's 50th anniversary of statehood.

Studiously avoiding the pomp and circumstance that marked the state's silver anniversary in 1984,
organizers emphasized that official observance of the milestone was to be viewed as a
commemoration, not a celebration — an acknowledgement of a political and social environment in
which many Hawaiians and their supporters view statehood as a negative development in the history of
the host culture.

In lieu of parades or fireworks, the state sponsored an ambitious all-day conference aimed at
addressing the next 50 years.

To be sure, the close of Hawai'i's first 50 years as a state seemed auspicious as Hawai'i-born Barack
Obama was sworn in as the 44th president of the United States. Obama's inauguration speech was
carried live by every major local news outlet and his impromptu shaka flashing was greeted by raucous
applause in homes, offices and bars around the state.

Obama's rise to the presidency raised the profile of his native state in predictable and unpredictable
ways. Obama's time in the Islands was approached from various perspectives in news magazines,
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editorial pages, even Sports lllustrated, while so-called "birthers" made the Hawai'i-Obama connection
a central issue in their contention that the president was actually born in Kenya and therefore was not
eligible to run for office.

While Obama was settling in to the White House, Japan's Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko
renewed their relationship with Hawai'i with a visit in July. While here, they paid their respects to fallen
soldiers at Pearl Harbor, visited a shower tree that then-Prince Akihito planted at Kapi'olani Park 50
years ago, and attended a dinner for the Crown Prince Akihito Scholarship program.

For Hawai'i's Catholic community, the highlight of the year may have been the canonization of Father
Damien de Veuster, whose legacy of service to the Hansen's disease colony on Kalaupapa, Moloka'i,
made him an iconic figure.

A large contingent of Hawali'i residents flew to Rome for the ceremony, including Audrey Toguchi,
whose recovery from cancer was considered one of Damien's two documented miracles. In Hawai'i,
Catholic churches hosted live viewing parties and church officials encouraged Catholics and
non-Catholics alike to follow Damien's example.

myriad concerns

As a gateway between East and West, Hawali'i was a hot spot of concern as HIN1 developed into a
pandemic. The first recorded death in Hawai'i due to the disease was reported in June, the start of a
surge in H1N1 cases locally and nationally. Concerns over the disease would have a negative impact
on an already struggling tourism industry.

With a second surge predicted for the fall, hundreds of doctors and pharmacies signed up to receive
newly developed H1N1 vaccines, but limited supplies left many patients stranded on long waiting lists
as the vaccine was distributed according to national prioritization guidelines.

After years of heated debate, O'ahu's $5.5 billion rail transit system inched closer to realization. In
October, the city tapped Kiewit Pacific Co. to design and build the first phase of the raised system
(Kapolei to Pearl Highlands) at a cost of $483 million. Critics accused Hono-lulu Mayor Mufi
Hannemann of rushing the project without first securing federal funds necessary for completion.

While the rail debate continues to rage, other controversial issues came to surprisingly quiet resolution
this year.

A bill that would have allowed for civil unions failed to advance through the Legislature. In February ,
thousands of people representing a host of local churches descended on the state Capitol to protest
House Bill 444. The protest was organized by the Hawai'i Family Forum, headed by former state Rep.
Dennis Arakaki.

In March, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the Hawai'i Supreme Court had erred by relying on the
1993 Congressional Apology Resolution as the legal basis for a moratorium on sales of ceded lands.
That prompted an agreement between the state and four of five plaintiffs who had sued to keep the
state from selling ceded lands until claims by Native Hawaiians were resolved.

The agreement requires that the governor obtain two-thirds approval from both houses of the state
Legislature before selling any of the 1.2 million acres of ceded lands.

The Hawai'i Supreme Court later dismissed claims by the final plaintiff, UH Hawaiian studies professor
Jonathan Osorio, effectively ending the 15-year-old case.

Also in March, the Hawai'i Superferry shut down operations after the Hawai'i Supreme Court ruled the
company couldn't operate without completing an environmental impact statement. The company filed
for bankruptcy in May.

In a more literal sense, the Navy's USS Port Royal, a guided missile cruiser, ran aground in February

after what investigators described as a series of navigational errors. The accident damaged coral
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structures in an area off the Honolulu International Airport's reef runway, prompting some nine months
of repair. The Port Royal also required $40 million in repairs (more than twice the amount needed to
restore the historic USS Missouri, which entered drydock in October).

Capt. John Carroll was relieved of his command of the Port Royal following the accident.

troubling crimes

Last month, Capt. Louis Kealoha was selected to lead the Honolulu Police Department. Kealoha takes
over a department that spent the last year pursuing myriad disturbing cases.

* In February, a man stabbed two hikers on the Koko Crater Trail in Hawali'i Kai. After an hours-long
manhunt in the area, police arrested Benjamin Davis, who was found naked and hiding in a tree. Both
victims were seriously injured but survived.

* A month later, Wai'anae High School teacher Asa Yamashita was stabbed to death while sitting
outside the 'Ewa Town Center. The suspect in the case, Tittleman Fauatea, has a history of mental
problems and may have mistaken Yamashita for another woman, according to a psychologist who
examined him.

* In September, police investigated the alleged rape of a 12-year-old Kamehameha student by two
fellow students. Two 13-year-old boys were arrested in connection with the repeated assaults, which
allegedly occurred over the course of one weekend in August. The school was widely criticized for not
reporting the incident directly to police.

sporting life
It was a typically up-and-down year for Hawai'i sports.

In April, UH women's basketball coach Jim Bolla was fired amid allegations that he kicked junior guard
Leilani Galdones during a practice. Bolla, who previously had been investigated for bullying players and
making comments about a former player's sexuality, has sued the university for wrongful termination.

UH football coach Greg McMackin attracted national attention over the summer when he used a
homosexual slur in an offhand comment about the Notre Dame football team, which beat the Warriors
in the 2008 Hawai'i Bowl. McMackin held a news conference to apologize for the comment and agreed
to a suspension and reduction in pay.

McMackin came under fire again, this time for his sideline abilities, when the injury-plagued Warriors
dropped six consecutive games during their 2009 campaign. The Warriors responded by winning their
next four games, including an impressive victory over Navy that brought them to within one win of an
automatic return to the Hawai'i Bowl. The season ended with a lopsided defeat at the hands of
Wisconsin.

UH volleyball fans had plenty to cheer about in October, when coach Dave Shoji notched his 1,000th
win with a victory over New Mexico State, and again this month when the team advanced to the Final
Four for the first time in six years.

Local golfer Michelle Wie also enjoyed a prosperous 2009. Burdened by premature hype early in her
career and slowed by a serious wrist injury two years ago, Wie silenced many doubters by
accumulating a 3-0-1 record for Team USA in the Solheim Cup in August, then following up with her
first PGA win at the Lorena Ochoa Invitational in November.

final farewells

In 2009, Hawai'i bid aloha to several high-profile residents who left a lasting mark on the state,
including former Hawali'i congressman and lieutenant governor Tom Gill, City Council members Barbara
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Marshall and Duke Bainum, former KGMB news anchor Bob Sevey, hula great George Naope and
local author lan MacMillan.
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Bond between a town and its railroad is tested - New York Times - Starbulletin.com Page 2 of 3

efficient system so that they can do that."

At the backdrop of everything is Montana's tumultuous railroad history. For decades, beginning in the
late 1800s, it was one of the most fought-over states in the nation, with up to five major railroads at one
time competing for business.

Now it is one of the least competitive, with Burlington Northern controlling about 95 percent of
everything that moves on rail — a near monopoly that Montana's attorney general, Steve Bullock, said
made the survival of the Central Montana more crucial than ever, to give farmers a choice of how and
where to ship.

The Central Montana itself was born in the retreat of that competitive era. Its track system was orphaned
in the early 1980s by the bankruptcy of the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad. The state
eventually acquired the line in the bankruptcy settlement and set up the Central as a nonprofit
community development corporation in 1985.

"This is about the Central Montana and its 80-odd miles," Bullock said. "It's also about the 1,800 miles
that the Burlington Northern holds — and for us to make sure that that concentration doesn't increase
and we become even more captive."

So is the Burlington Northern a bully or a savior? And is the Central Montana a railroad of small-town
nostalgia, living on fumes and the memories of a simpler past, or a linchpin of community survival?

Like so many other stories at the frontier of economic life — from the local battles over Wal-Mart to the
debate over how big banks did or did not bring on the housing crisis — the answers are less black and
white or David and Goliath than either side suggests.

Farms have also consolidated here over the last 25 years, with fewer farmers making more high-volume
shipping decisions — meaning that a few pennies more per bushel is a bigger consideration. Fewer
farms also mean fewer people, which stresses local communities like Denton.

"The railroad's trouble, depressed farming, drought — it all hits us at once," said Bill Phillips, the
schools superintendent in Denton, where enrollment has fallen more than 30 percent over the last
decade, to 102 students this year, in kindergarten through 12th grade. Phillips said that two more

students were moving out before the new year.

Wheat farmers like Richard L. Barber and Ken Glass are caught in the middle of those blustering winds,
and each has gone a different way.

Glass, 70, seeking the best prices he can, trucks his wheat to the Burlington elevator about 45 miles from
here.

"I have the trucks, so it makes sense for me," he said on a recent morning over breakfast the Back Roads
Cafe, Denton's 7 a.m. social hub.

Barber, 66, sitting at the counter a few feet away, said he shipped locally, taking his wheat to the grain
elevator here in Denton, where it is picked up by the Central Montana and transferred down the line to

Burlington Northern and its ultimate destination on the West Coast.

"We try to do all the business we can to support the town and the community and the businesses,"
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